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AS OTHERS SEE US. 


(About one year ago Mr. Arthur J. 
Pillsbury, Secretary of the State Board 
of Examiners of California, ‘*‘was di- 
rected by the Governor to examine such 
State and other public institutions as 
enjoy honorable reputation, and make 
such inquiries as he should be able and 
report thereon to the Governor of Cali- 
fornia. More than eighty institutions 
were visited.’’ Itis certainly gratifying 
to read in his report just published the 
following concerning our School.) 





NEW JERSEY TRAINING SCHOOL 
FOR FEEBLE-MINDED. 


There are two institutions for the 
eare of the feeble-minded at Vineland, 
N. J. One is for women and one for 
boys and girls. I found at the latter 
three hundred and fifty inmates, oc- 
ecupying twelve industrial and other 
buildings and eight residence cottages. 
There is also a farm of two hundred 
acres. This institution is conducted 
by a benevolent association, and the 
State boards its feeble-minded wards 
with it at a per capita per annum rate. 
If the inmate becomes self-supporting 
the State pays nothing for its support; 
if partially so the State pays such a 
part of its support as may be agreed 
upon. 


This institution is intensely alive- 
Its superintendent has organized a 
staff of consulting psychologists, 
which holds regular sessions at the 
school for the study of the phe- 
nomenon of feeble-mindedness. He 
has also organized a summer school 
for teachers who are to work with 
backward children in cities, to the 
end that they may observe the 





processes of mental development 
among feeble-minded where the pro- 
cesses of mental unfoldment are so 
slow as to be readily perceived. This 
has proven very helpful to teachers 


engaged in that much-needed work. ——— 


Although the inmates of this insti- 
tution are all so feeble-minded as tu 
be incapable of intelligent _ self- 
direction, they are made the most of 
that the material will allow. The 
system of discipline is based entirely 
upon rewards, but not at all upon 
punishments. and for five years no 
child has been whipped. It is believed 
that thirty per cent of all the inmates 
can be made self-sustaining after ten 
years of training, but, as previously 
stated, not self-directing. Not over 
one-sixth are purely custodial. All 
must be kept going. Without tireless 
enthusiasm everything will come toa 
full stop. There is no resting on the 
oars in this institution. 

A unique feature of the educational 
department is a well-equipped zoo of 
all the more common live things that 
live in the country, and some that do 
not. There are monkeys, badgers, 
squirrels, coons, many kinds of birds, 
ete. The children are made acquaint- 
ed with them all, to the great 
stimulation of their interest and 
intellectual activity. 

The industrial feature is very strong 
and intelligent, but during the grow- 
ing season ail else except the mere 
supplying of daily wants is laid aside 
for the pushing of the farm work, 
Thisis much better for the children 
than school and shop work, which is 
done up in winter. 

Another feature not by any means 
to be overlooked is the store. What 


are known as ‘‘o. k.”’ slips, denoting 
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good conduct, are translatable into 
currency of that realm of graded 
values, according to conduct, of one 
cent to seven cents for a definite time. 
The store is opened for a part of a day 
every so often, and the children with 
good slips are able to buy such things 
as appeal to their childish fancies. If 
they have not been good, and have 
not put forth effort, they can not buy; 
if they have, they can. It pays to be 
good and, feeble-minded though they 
be, the inmates not infrequently hus- 
band their savings against the time 
when they shall have enough to 
purchase some one thing of great 
desire. ‘*Honorable mention’’ is 
another stimulant to mental and moral 
exertion, and the few who get the most 
honorable mentions in the year are 
taken to Philadelphia to see the 
wonders of the great city. 

The Vineland institution is a beehive 
of activity and originality, and there 
is small reason to doubt that it is 
making of its charges about as much 


as the material that God put into them 
willallow. The custodial contingent 


is reduced toa very low, if not the 
lowest, possible terms. 


REPORT OF POMONA GRANGE 
EXPERIMENT COMMITTEE. 


(Concluded) 
CORN 


The corn-breeding experiment at the 
Training School was mentioned and 
some yields of corn near Deerfield 
given. 

A. P. Seabrook raised 907 bushels of 
ears On Seven acres, using ten to 
twelve tons of hog-manure and barn- 
yard manure. The hog-manure gave 
15 per cent better yield than the barn- 
yard manure. He raised 913 bushels 
of ears on 20 acres of rented land, 
using 100 to 200 lbs. of fertilizer per 
acre. 

F. O. Ware raised 1175 bushels ears 
on eight acres. He used ten tons of 
manure per acre on sod. 


Messrs. Ware and Seabrook will 
send samples of their high-yielding 
corn to the Training School, where it 
will be planted and compared with the 
seed from the breeding plot. 


POULTRY 


The discussion brought out the 
difficulties of securing reeords of 
value except from poultrymen who are 
accustomed to keeping records and 
having facilities for keeping flocks 
penned and comparing two or more 
pens differently treated. 


It was voted that L. H. Burge 
secure records of this kind where 
possible. 


The sweet-potato fertilizer experi- 
ment deseribed in the January 
‘Training School’’ was not discussed 
because of nu members of the commit- 
tee being large sweet-potato growers 
and because of a lack of time. This 
experiment requires exact records 
from a large number of plots, should 
be duplicated on at least two soils, one 
heavy and one light, and should be 
continued at least five and perhaps 
ten years, since it is planned to settle 
as authoritatively as possible the best 
method of fertilizing sweet potatoes. 
It was suggested that the secretary 
have this experiment carried out if 
possible. 


Adjourned to meet not later than 
August 25th, when the delegates will 
bring their lunch baskets and relieve 
the serious work of the day by a picnic 
on the grounds. The wives of the 
delegates are invited to this meeting. 


+ # £ 


A test of the seed corn to be used 
this year was made last month. Six 
kernels were taken from each of one 
hundred ears grown in our breeding 
patch of last year, and planted to give 
a germination test. We are pleased 
to report 600 strong stalks of corn, a 
germination of 100 per cent. 
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The Training School. 





Published monthly by the New Jersey 
raining School for Feeble-Minded Girls 
and Boys, Vineland, N. J. We wish this 
paper to be self-supporting. Send sub- 
scriptions (25c. per annum) to E. R. 
Johnstone, Superintendent. 


The School was founded and incor- 
porated as a public charitable institu- 
tion in 188 by a number ofthe philan- 
thropic citizens of the State. It is built 
upon the cottage plan, sothat close class- 
ification is possible, and is intended to 
give care and training to those children 
whose mental condition prevents their 
attending the public schools. 


MAY 1906. 
See 


If there is a blue mark here we shall 
be glad to have twenty-five cents to 


‘ 
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renew your subscription to this paper, # 
at 


Several agricultural experiments 
suggested by the State Department of 
Agriculture are under way and we 
hope for good results. 


Work is begun on the addition to 
Robison Cottage. This will relieve 
our congestion and greatly increase 
our facilities at this point. 


Dr. G. Hudson Makuen of our 
Medical Staff visited us last week and 
examined a number of children. giving 
us valuable advice as to our training 
for speech defects. 


Five diplomas for Institutional 
Efficiency were awarded to our em- 
ployes at the last meeting. This 
signifies more than two years of 
satisfactory service and the passing of 
an examination by the heads of de- 
partments as to loyalty, decorum and 
proficiency. The diplomas’ were 
granted to Misses Smethurst and 
Wilkins and Messrs. Goldman, Drach 
bar and Apperley. 


DEATH OF DR. MOORE. 

As our paper is ready to go to press, 
we are grieved and shocked by the 
sudden death of Dr. Moore, one of our 


Directors and for many years a warm 
friend of the Training School. 


Since taking up his residence in 
Vineland Dr. Moore has been closely 
identified with almost every movement 
that tended toward the betterment of 
the community, both morally and in- 
tellectually. He was a man of large 
heart and broad mind. A _ beautiful 
cottage given by him to the Training 
School stands as but one of the many 
monuments to his love and sympathy 
for the weak. His charities were 
almost innumerable and the beautiful 
words of Goldsmith seem to have been 
written of him. 


‘*‘A man he was to all the country 
dear, 

His house was 
yagrant train. 

He echid their wanderings but relieved 
their pain. 

The long remembered beggar was his 
guest. 

The ruined spendthrift, now no longer 
proud, 

Claimed kindred there and had his 
claims allowed. 

He quite forgot their vices in their 
woe. 

Careless their merits or their faults to 


known to all the 


scan 

His pity gave ere charity began. 

Beside the bed where parting life was 
laid 

And sorrow, guilt and pain, by turns 
dismayed, 

The reverend champion stood. 

Truth from his lips prevailed with 
double sway 

And fools, who came to- scoff, re- 
mained to pray. 

E’en children followed with endearing 
wile 

And plucked his coat to share the 


good man’s smile. 
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As some tall cliff, that lifts its mighty 
form 

Swells from the vale, and midway 
cleaves the storm 

Though round its breast the rolling 
clouds are spread, 

Eternal sunshine settles on his head. 


MISS KATE A. MOTT. 


On the tenth day of April the Train- 
ing School suffered a great loss in the 
death of Miss Kate A. Mott of Borden- 
town. Miss Mott was elected a 
member of our Board of Lady Visitors 
in 1898 and gave unsparingly of her 
time and attention to the furthering of 
this work. 


She was the daughter of the late 
General Gersbon Mott and partook of 
many of her father’s characteristics. 
She was broad-minded, kindly and 
sympathetic and possessed great force 
of character. 


Besides her great interest in our 
School, she was a member of a num- 
ber of organizations. Her loss is 
greatly felt by all who knew her. 


* 2 # 


The Summer School for teachers 
holds its third annual session July 9th 
to August 18th. It is intended to 
better fit teachers to understand the 
capabilities of their pupils and es- 
pecially to prepare those who contem- 
plate or are engaged in teaching 
backward children in the _ publie 
schools. Applications for membership 
should be made at once. 


* @ @ 


We have a secret society. Its pass 
word is: ‘Do you belong?”’ its sign 
‘‘a smile,’? which must be given im- 
mediately in response to the pass 
word. The other secrets are so pro- 
found that none of us know them, but 
this much is sufficient to enable the 
littlest child to brighten the day and 
remove a frown from the busiest or 
most worried man or woman. 


GIFTS. 


Our friends continue their kindness 
and thru it we are able to do much 
that would otherwise have to remain 
undone. The child study work we 
have done in the past has grown to 
such proportions that it is necessary to 
enlarge our field that it may be of 
value to society. Touching as it does 
the work of the public schools, its im- 
portance can hardly be over-estimated, 
but funds are greatly needed to carry 
iton. We hope that our friends will 
make a special effort to help us in this. 


During the month of April we have 
received for various purposes from: 


Lawrenceville Presby. Church, 
Mrs. W. Nicklas, Newark, 

Mrs. Erhardt Buechs, Newark, 
Elmer E. Crane, Newark, 

EK. 'l. Bradway, Woodbury, 

Mr. Thos. Scattergood, Phila., Pa., 
Mrs. Thos. Scattergood, Phila., Pa., 
Mrs. Joseph Sutton, Atlantic City, 
Mrs. Chas. 8. Taylor, Haveriord, Pa., 
Bleeker Van Wagenen, N. Y. City, 
Wm. C. Shreve, Clayton, 

Mrs. Josiah Morris, Phila., Pa., 
William A. Weber, Millville, 
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SSSSESSESSESES 


The gifts of $50.00 from Miss Susan 
N. Warrington, of Moorestown, and 
$100 from Mr. Howard Branson are an 
encouraging start toward the fund for 
our child study investigations. 


*# f * 


Easter services were held on April 
15th. The hymns and recitations by 
the children were appropriate to the 
day. President Baker, Mr. Davidson 
and Dr. Moore spoke to the children. 


2 &  H 


The eighteenth annual meeting of 
our Association members and their 
friends will be held here at the Train- 
ing School on Wednesday, June 13, 
1906. The cottages and other build- 
ings will be open for inspection and 
visitation, an exhibition of children’s 
work wiil be held, an eutertainment 
will be given by the children, and 
lunch will be served. We hope that 
all interested in our Sehool will make 
it a point to be here on that day. 











